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delight of the summer days when he and Ballater had swum
together. Next summer the water would lie still perpetu-
ally; none would swim in it; and the children on the oppo-
site bank, seeing no movement on the ramparts, would
forget those who had moved there sooner than they forgot
the beings of a tale. They would forget them as they forgot
the dead.
"And what is the book, Alison?" Jedwell said. "It looks
like an old one." He sat down beside Lewis and let the
pages run beneath his thumb. "German, too? What is it—
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prayers?
"And other things. I've pencilled a translation here and
there." Recalled by the book to the earlier movement of
his thought that morning, Lewis took it from Jedwell and,
opening it at a passage which had long troubled him and
which for his own help he had translated, he forgot his
companion and began to read silently:
"When I was a boy, God held my hand, but I escaped
from Him, and in my youth, having need of peace, I said:
I will find Him. I scoured the city with my lamp, well-
trimmed, and so bright that my companions envied me it
I searched the countryside diligently; I inquired of the
stars with a candle; I was humble and crawled the earth,
looking into the holes of foxes and beneath the petals of
flowers. But I found neither truth nor rest, for, like a wit-
less child and many a learned man before me, I had forgot
what it was I sought. So I set down my lamp and my
candle, I threw away my keys and wept, and straightway
His light was within me. When I returned to the city, I
was not empty of it. Now I am in the liberty of His prison
though all the world hammer at the gate. Give me Thy
hand, O God, when Thou summonest me forth."
The German Protestants, he thought when he had read
and read again, were in the earliest days men who feared
their own learning, even while they laboured to acquire it.
Though their maturity was in rebellion, their childhood
had been in submission, and no one outlives all his child-
hood. What was meant by "I threw away my keys and
wept"? Keys of dogma, perhaps, which had been re-

